
Daily Prayer in the week of Christmas 
 

[morning] 

O Lord, open our lips 
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

[evening] 

O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Reveal among us the light of your presence 
that we may behold your power and glory. 

[morning] 

Blessed are you, Sovereign God of all, to 
you be praise and glory for ever. In your 
tender compassion the dawn from on high 
is breaking upon us to dispel the lingering 
shadows of night. As we look for your 
coming among us this day, open our eyes 
to behold your presence and strengthen 
our hands to do your will, that the world 
may rejoice and give you praise. 

[evening] 

Blessed are you, Sovereign God, creator of 
light and darkness, to you be glory and 
praise for ever. As evening falls, you renew 
your promise to reveal among us the light 
of your presence. May your word be a 
lantern to our feet and a light upon our 
path that we may behold your coming 
among us. Strengthen us in our stumbling 
weakness and free our tongues to sing 
your praise. 

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Blessed be God for ever. 

[morning] 

The night has passed, and the day 
lies open before us; let us pray 

with one heart and mind. 

[evening] 

That this evening may be holy, 
good and peaceful, let us pray 

with one heart and mind. 

Silence is kept as the Advent candles are lit 

[morning] 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day 
so may the light of your presence, 
O God, set our hearts on fire with 

love for you; now and for ever. Amen 

[evening] 

As our evening prayer rises before you 
so may your mercy come down upon 
us to cleanse our hearts, O God, and 
set us free to sing your praise now 

and for ever. Amen 
 

[morning] 
 

Psalm 95 BCP 
O come, let us sing unto the Lord. 

Let us heartily rejoice 
in the strength of our salvation. 

Let us come before his presence with 
thanksgiving and shew ourselves 

glad in him with psalms. 

[evening] 
 

Psalm 100 CW 
O be joyful in the Lord all the earth; 

serve the Lord with gladness and come 
before his presence with a song. 
Know that the Lord is God; 

it is he that has made us 
and we are his; we are his people 

and the sheep of his pasture. 
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For the Lord is a great God and a great 
King above all gods. In his hand are all 

the corners of the earth and the strength 
of the hills is his also. The sea is his, 

and he made it and his hands prepared 
the dry land. 

O come, let us worship, and fall 
down and kneel before the Lord our 
Maker. For he is the Lord our God 

and we are the people of his pasture, 
and the sheep of his hand. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving 
and his courts with praise; 

give thanks to him 
and bless his name. 

For the Lord is gracious; 
his steadfast love is everlasting, 

and his faithfulness endures 
from generation to generation. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever. Amen. 

One of these Scripture readings is used 
Isaiah 42:1-13 Isaiah 49:1-13 

Romans 5:6-21 Philippians 2:1-13 
[morning] 

The Benedictus 
the Song of Zechariah 

[evening] 

The Magnificat 
the Song of Mary 

Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel, who 
has come to his people and set them free. 
He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour, 
born of the house of his servant David. 
Through his holy prophets God promised 
of old to save us from our enemies, from 
the hands of all that hate us, to show mercy 
to our ancestors, and to remember his holy 
covenant. This was the oath God swore to 
our father Abraham: to set us free from the 
hands of our enemies, free to worship him 
without fear, holy and righteous in his sight 
all the days of our life. And you, child, shall 
be called the prophet of the Most High, for 
you will go before the Lord to prepare his 
way, to give his people knowledge of 
salvation by the forgiveness of all their 
sins. In the tender compassion of our God 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
to shine on those who dwell in darkness 
and the shadow of death, and to guide our 
feet into the way of peace. 

 
My soul proclaims the greatness 
of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in 
God my Saviour; he has looked 
with favour on his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will 
call me blessed; the Almighty has 
done great things for me and holy 
is his name. He has mercy on 
those who fear him, from 
generation to generation. He has 
shown strength with his arm and 
has scattered the proud in their 
conceit, casting down the mighty 
from their thrones and lifting up 
the lowly. He has filled the hungry 
with good things and sent the rich 
away empty. He has come to the 
aid of his servant Israel, to 
remember his promise of mercy, 
the promise made to our 
ancestors, to Abraham and his 
children for ever. 
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Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever. Amen. 

19 December – O Radix Jesse 
O Root of Jesse, standing as a sign among the peoples; before you 

kings will shut their mouths, to you the nations will make their prayer: 
Come and deliver us, and delay no longer. 

 

20 December – O Clavis David 
O Key of David and sceptre of the House of Israel; you open and 

no one can shut; you shut and no one can open: 
Come and lead the prisoners from the prison house, 

those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death. 
 

21 December – O Oriens 
O Morning Star, splendour of light eternal and sun of righteousness: 

Come and enlighten those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death. 
 

22 December – O Rex Gentium 
O King of the nations, and their desire, the cornerstone making both one: 
Come and save the human race, which you fashioned from clay. 

 

23 December – O Emmanuel 
O Emmanuel, our king and our lawgiver, the hope of the nations and their Saviour: 

Come and save us, O Lord our God 
 

Prayers 
Watchful at all times, let us pray for strength 

to stand with confidence before our Maker and Redeemer. 
 

That God may bring in his kingdom with justice and mercy, 
let us pray to the Lord: R 

 
That God may establish among the nations his sceptre of righteousness, 

let us pray to the Lord: R 
 

That we may seek Christ in the scriptures and recognize him 
in the breaking of the bread, let us pray to the Lord: R 

 
That God may bind up the brokenhearted, 

restore the sick and raise up all who have fallen, 
let us pray to the Lord: R 
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That the light of God’s coming may dawn on all 
who live in darkness and the shadow of death, 

let us pray to the Lord: R 
 

That, with all the saints in light, 
we may shine forth as lights for the world, 

let us pray to the Lord: R 
 

Let us commend the world, which Christ will judge, 
to the mercy and protection of God. 

Collect for this Week 
Eternal God, as Mary waited for the birth of your Son, so we wait for his coming in 

glory; bring us through the birth pangs of this present age to see, with her, our great 
salvation in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

 
People of God: awake! 

God above all, maker of all, is one with us in Christ. 
Love is on the way! 
Come Lord Jesus 

 
People of God: be glad! 

God the mighty God bends down in love to earth. 
Love is on the way! 
Come Lord Jesus 

 
People of God: return! 

We are God’s children, we seek the coming of Christ. 
Love is on the way! 
Come Lord Jesus 

 
People of God: prepare! 

God with us comes soon to the world he has made. 
Love is on the way! 
Come Lord Jesus 

 
People of God: shout and sing! 

Love is on the way! 
Come Lord Jesus. 
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