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PARISH STAFF 
Team Rector:  Revd Julieann Watson (23785) 
Missioner   Sue Martyr   (25466) 
Churchwardens (St Barnabas): Mary James  (455214) 
     Rachel Chalmers (07787 128345) 
Parish Safeguarding Officer (PSO):    
    Rachel Chalmers    (07787 128345) 
      
WEBSITE:        www.stbarnabasworcester.org.uk  
SUNDAY WORSHIP 
   St Barnabas                      Christ Church 
 8.00am Eucharist  10.00am Family Worship 
 10.00am Parish Eucharist  Baptisms (Sundays by appointment) 
    6.30pm  1st Sunday-Night Communion/quarterly Memorial Communion  
     2nd Sunday-Evensong (BCP)     (Feb, May, Aug, Nov) 
     3rd Sunday- Evening service  
     4th Sunday– Prayers for Healing & Wholeness   
  

Baptisms take place in the Parish Eucharist on the first Sunday of the month 
and at 12pm on second Sunday 
 
WEEKDAY WORSHIP 
MONDAY  8.00am   Cluster Prayers in St Barnabas 
   12.00pm Prayer in St Barnabas 
TUESDAY  8.45am Morning Prayer in St Barnabas 
   12.00pm Prayer in St Barnabas 
WEDNESDAY 8.45am Morning Prayer in Christ Church 
   10.00am Eucharist in St Barnabas 
THURSDAY  8.45am Morning Prayer in St Barnabas 
   12.30pm Eucharist at Christ Church 
FRIDAY  9.00am Eucharist in St Barnabas 
   9.45am ToddleAlong at St Barnabas 
 
Arrangements for booking banns, baptisms and marriages can be made on 
Wednesdays at 6.30pm at St Barnabas.  
 
The clergy are available, either by arrangement, or in church, for 
confessions, confidential interviews, advice, home visits etc. Please contact 
us if you know anyone who would appreciate this. 
 
Deadline for articles to appear in The Magazine is penultimate Sunday 

 
The Church Hall is available for private events and parties, including 
after weddings, baptisms and funerals and for children’s parties. Contact  
Rachel Chalmers (458101) or Julia Adams (610830)  
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Priest in Charge: Revd Sarah Northall       (074838 07432) 
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    Julie Berrow        (07733 226061) 
Churchwardens (St Barnabas & Christ Church):  
    Mary James   (455214) 
    Rachel Chalmers (07787 128345) 
Parish Safeguarding Officer (PSO):    
    Rachel Chalmers   (07787 128345) 
    
 
 
WEBSITE:        www.stbarnabasworcester.org.uk 
YOUTUBE: St Barnabas with Christ Church,  
   Worcester. 
 
 
 
SERVICES:  
Sunday  10am  Eucharist  
Wednesday 10am Said Eucharist 
 
 
 
PARISH OFFICE: 
To book a baptism or marriage  (or to have banns read), send 
message through our website: www.stbarnabasworcester.org.uk 
 
 
 
MAGAZINE DEADLINE: Penultimate Sunday of each month.  
Please e-mail contributions to jackiecampbell@talktalk.net 
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DECEMBER 2022 & JANUARY 2023 

All the churches in our cluster 
are committing to one lay-led 
service a month. We are sharing 
the name ‘Something Else 
Sunday’ across our three 
churches, borrowing it 
from St Nicholas who came up 
with it a little while ago for their 
non-communion services. Do 
talk to Julie if you are interested 
in helping make our ‘Something 
Else Sundays’ happen at 
St Barnabas! 
 
There are special midweek 
services at 10am on 
Wednesdays throughout the run-
up to Christmas. There are 
Christmas celebrations in 
Regency High School (7th and 
13th Dec), and at church for 
Bishop Perowne (5th Dec), the 
Brownies (7th Dec) and for 
St Barnabas School (13th Dec). 
We have Carols on the Green 
once again (16th Dec), carol 
singing around Tolladine too, 
and there’s even a brass band to 
enjoy (11th Dec). We have the 

lovely crib service 
on Christmas Eve 
afternoon, although I 
won’t be able to join 
you as I shall be 
leading St Wulstans 
‘Midnight at Four’ 
Communions 
service. 
 
I’m excited that 
Andy Gandon and I 
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Dear Friends 
As we draw to the close of 2022, 
I find myself reflecting on a busy 
Autumn at St Barnabas. We 
have begun to find rhythms and 
routines, connecting the different 
congregations and the leaders in 
the cluster in this interim phase 
of ever-closer partnership. We’ve 
seen new beginnings, with my 
licensing, and also Julie Berrow’s 
licensing as our lay reader and 
have been able to build on things 
well-established.  
 
We’ve celebrated Harvest and All 
Saints together. We have shared 
stories of mission at the Cluster 
service. We have marked 
Remembrance with a service 
that was much appreciated by 
congregation and community 
alike. We’ve played with Lego at 
Christ Church to mark the feast 
of Christ the King. And now we 
are turning our gaze ahead to 
Advent, Christmas and Epiphany 
season.  
 
Sundays in Advent 
we are lighting the 
candles week by 
week, and have a 
range of different 
services. Diane will 
lead on Advent 
Sunday, and the 
new ‘Something Else 
Sundays’ team takes 
over for the first 
Sunday in December. 



 

there is no 10am service at 
St Barnabas that day. 
 
Once we are into January, it is 
the start of St Wulstans Diamond 
Jubilee year. We are very 
excited about our full choral 
evensong at St Wulstans on 
Saturday 21st January, with the 
help of St Martin’s London Road 
choir. Keep an eye out for 
details, especially as Phil Howell 
will be preaching on sixty years 
in the congregation, and there 
will be canapes and fizz galore! 
 
We mark the Epiphany itself on 
Sunday 8th January, with a 
child-friendly communion at St 
Barnabas, retelling of the story of 
those wise men. Our season 
wraps up at St Nicholas at 
10.30am on Sunday 29th 
January with a cluster 
celebration of Candlemas. 
 
My hope and prayer for us all 
this Advent, Christmas and 
Epiphany is that we would know 
afresh the hope of the prophets, 
the joy of the angels, the 
eagerness of the shepherds, the 

perseverance of the 
wise men, the 
obedience of 
Joseph and Mary 
and the peace of 
the Christ-child 
himself. 
 
Every festive  
blessing my friends 
Sarah 

are leading worship together 
several times over the festive 
period. The first occasion is the 
third Sunday in Advent, where 
Andy is presiding and I will bring 
the thought for the day, and then 
we will repeat this pattern for the 
11pm service on Christmas 
Eve, the First Communion of 
Christmas. Do note that our 
‘midnight mass’ is timed so that 
we are sharing communion as the 
first chimes of Christmas day ring 
out. On Christmas Day itself, folk 
from St Wulstans will be joining 
us at St Barnabas for a joint 
10am celebration, where I will 
be the celebrant and Andy will 
bring the fun and games in his 
thoughts for the day! 
 
There are two services in 
particular that I’m looking forward 
to. The first is on Sunday 18th 
December, when we shall use 
the majority of our 10am service 
to read the whole of the Nativity 
story together with some 
designated readers and everyone 
else being able to join in too. The 
other is on New Year’s Day, 
when both congregations are 
invited to gather at 
11.15am in St 
Wulstans with an 
opportunity for 
reflection on the year 
that has been and 
for the year that is to 
come, sharing in 
communion together 
and praying for one 
another. Do note that 
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NEW YEAR’S DAY 
There will be no service in St 
Barnabas on Sunday 1st 
January. Instead, we will gather 
at St Wulstans Church for a 
Comunion service at 11.15am. 
 
 

PRAYER MINISTRY 
The list of streets to be prayed 
for each week will be in next 
(February) magazine. 
Pippa Hawkins  
 
 

CHRISTMAS CAROLS 
Please join us for Carol singing 
round the Tolly Centre on 
Wednesday 21st December at 
5pm. 
 
 

BOXES FOR THE  
HOMELESS 
These will be blessed on 
Wednesday 15th December. 
Please bring either filled boxes 
or items for boxes to church by 
Sunday 11th December. (See 
poster on page 9 for suggested 
items for boxes). 
 

Thank you for your generosity!  
 
 

This group continues to meet 
fortnightly. Next meeting 
Wednesday 30th November then 
14th December 7pm to 8.30pm 
at 197 Bilford Road.  
All welcome 

It will soon be time to 
start preparing lists 
for the Christmas tree stars (£3) 
in memory of a loved one.  If you 
would like  a tree star, please put 
money in envelope with name on
(gift aided if possible) and hand 
to Churchwarden by Sunday 18th 
December.   
 
 

WHY NOT…. 
Send Christmas greetings to your 
St Barnabas friends with a star 
on the tree by the coffee bar with 
donations to Maggs? 
 
 

 
 
 

CHRISTMAS AT  
ST BARNABAS  

 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
Saturday 24th December  
5pm  Crib & Carol Service  
 (gifts of non-perishable food 
 for the needy received) 
 
11.00pm*  Midnight Communion 
 Service (NOTE NEW TIME) 
 
CHRISTMAS DAY 
Sunday 25th December   
10am Christmas      
  Communion Service  

 
  
EVERYONE WELCOME TO ANY   

OF THESE SERVICES 



 

CHRISTMAS SALE IN 
CHURCH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christmas sale at back of church 
from Sunday 4th December 
onwards including: 
 

 Pippa’s preserves  

 Marian’s Christmas cakes & 
puddings. 

 

All in aid of church funds 

 
 

 
 

Come & join us for 
 
 
 
 
 

CAROL SINGING ON 
THE GREEN 

(by Church Hall on  
Green Lane) 

 

with Mulled Wine  
& mince pies 

 

Friday 16th December 7pm 
 

All welcome!  
(donations to Maggs) 

 

 

TRAINING EVENINGS 
The Diocese of Worcester is 
running a series of training 
events on Zoom for those in 
local leadership in our parishes. 
St Barnabas PCC members are 
teaming up with their opposite 
numbers at St Wulstans for 
several of these evenings. We 
gather for a meal together first 
and then as one big group join 
the Zoom training altogether!  
 
We started with beef and lentil 
goulash, sherry trifle and the 
topic A year in the life: the 
Governance Cycle for PCCs. 
Revd Sarah Northall 
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response and prayer. They are 
standalone sessions should 
people not be able to attend 
them all. Please note that the 
final session will be on Tuesday 
20th December. 
 
Anyone from St Barnabas is very 
welcome (see Rachel for zoom 
details) 
 

St Nicholas Church will be 
running an advent course on 
zoom on Wednesday evenings 
from 7.45pm starting on 30th 
November. The title of the course 
is ‘They Sang,’ and it is based 
around the four Spirit-filled songs 
at the beginning of Luke’s gospel 
that are part of the nativity story. 
Each session will include a time 
of worship, scripture, discussion, 

ADVENT COURSE 

BURNS’ 
SUPPER 

 in the Church Hall  
Saturday 21st January 

at 7pm.  
 

Watch out for details/
lists at the back of 

church after Christmas. 
 

Everyone welcome! 
 

CHILDREN’S 
SOCIETY BOXES 
It's time for the boxes 
to be emptied. Please 
bring yours to church 
and hand to John 
Dentith or either of the 
churchwardens. 
Thanks for your 
support. 
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Above: Philip & Chris plant a young rowan tree as 
part of the Queen’s Green Canopy. Also garden 
gifts from Rhianne & Steve were housed in the 
church garden 
Below: A beautiful sunny day for Remembrance 
Sunday 
Opposite page top: We used lego bricks to 
illustrate the sermon and readings at the recent 
Christ Church Patronal service 
Far right bottom: We gathered at St Wulstan’s for 
a Cluster Service 
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Greek philosopher, Aristotle, 
once said, “Knowing yourself is 
the beginning of all wisdom.”  
 
So why do we say ‘As wise as 
Solomon’? Solomon was the son 
and successor of King David. 
God gave him wisdom and 
wealth, an account of which is in 
1 Kings 3. Solomon’s wisdom 
extended to nature. He spoke 
with authority about plant life, 
from the huge cedar of Lebanon 
to the small flowering plant, the 
hyssop, that grew out of walls. 
He understood everything about 
animals and birds, reptiles and 
fish (1 Kings 4 v33). His wisdom 
was renowned and many 
travelled to listen to him. A Chris 
Packham or Sir David 
Attenborough of his time! 
 
In the New Testament we read 
that wise men followed the bright 
star that led them to Bethlehem 
and the place where Joseph, 

Mary and 
the special 
baby were to 
be found. 
Why were 
these men 
considered 
wise? Also 
known as 
the Magi, 
they were 
scholars 
from the 
east. Most 
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I found myself reading an article 
about King Solomon that peaked 
my interest. I wanted to find out 
more about the words ‘being 
wise’ and ‘having wisdom’. 
 
Where to begin? I started by 
asking myself how to define 
them.  
 

 To be wise is having deep 
insight and understanding. 

 Wisdom is having experience, 
knowledge and good 
judgement. 

 
There are many sayings today 
that use the word ‘wise’, such as 
‘It is easy to be wise after the 
event’, ‘A word to the wise’, ‘A 
wise head on young shoulders’, 
‘Early to bed and early to rise 
makes a man healthy, wealthy 
and wise’, ‘As wise as an owl’. 
Back in time in Ancient Greece, 
the goddess Athena was 
considered to be the goddess of 
wisdom 
and an owl 
was her 
symbol. 
According 
to myth the 
owl sat on 
Athena’s 
blind side 
so that she 
could see 
the whole 
truth. The 
Ancient 

BEING WISE & HAVING WISDOM 



 

 
 
 
 

 

CHRISTMAS BOXES 
FOR HOMELESS 

PEOPLE IN 
WORCESTER 

 

 

PLEASE GIVE A LITTLE 
CHEER TO PEOPLE IN  
ST.PAUL’S HOSTEL &  
MAGGS DAY CENTRE 

 

Suggested contents for covered 
shoe box: 
Shower gel, deodorant, shampoo, 
 moisturiser (male & female), 

wet  wipes, socks, underwear, 
thermal  gloves,  

hats  (not  hand knitted),  
pens, notebooks, diaries, tissues,  

chocolate/sweets/biscuits,  
torch & batteries,  

coffee vouchers Greggs 
 
*In addition for women:  
 earmuffs, perfume, nail 
 varnish 
 

Elastic band round box & label  
with ‘man’ or ‘woman’ 

 
Please bring either filled boxes or  

Items for boxes to  
St. Barnabas church by  
Sunday 11th December  

 
 

MANY THANKS TO 
YOU ALL! 
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likely they had been watching 
and interpreting heavenly signs 
for years. We also read that, as 
Jesus grew up in Nazareth, He 
increased in wisdom and stature. 
 
Jesus Himself, in his ministry, 
used stories to encourage His 
listeners to be wise and make 
good choices. A wise man 
building his house upon the 
rocks, He said, was one who 
heard His words and put them 
into practice, whereas a foolish 
man building his house on the 
sand did not act upon His words. 
There is also the parable of the 
wise and foolish virgins awaiting 
the arrival of the bridegroom, 
some ready with oil in their lamps 
and some with no oil for their 
lamps. A need to think ahead 
and make preparations for what 
was to come. 
 
I share the following with you, for 
quiet reflection should you so 
wish: 
 
The late theologian and writer 
John Stott stated that we have 
two books – the book of God’s 
works (the natural world) and the 
book of God’s word (the bible). It 
would be wise to be students of 
both.  
 
Proverbs 8 v11 ‘For wisdom is 
better than jewels, and all that 
you desire cannot compare with 
her.’ 
Judy 
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No, NOT Personal Protective 
Equipment (though we needed 
our sunglasses and sun cream) 
OR Politics, Philosophy and 
Economics (though a charming 
Professor of Politics was in our 
group). 
 
This was PASSION, POWER 
and ENERGY on a walking 
holiday on Italy’s Amalfi coast. 
 
The PASSION of the guide and 
the family hotel’s head Chef, (not 
for each other you understand) 
was infectious. If anyone was 
going to entice me to eat 
mussels and clams against my 
will it was the Chef, inviting us to 
join him in the kitchen on day 
one as he prepared our dinner 
from scratch. Having witnessed 
the addition of copious amounts 
of olive oil, garlic, wine, love and 
passion to the seafood in the big 
pan it was only ever going to 
taste wonderful! A Wallace and 
Gromit machine churned out 
oodles of noodle-like pasta. The 
bream was 
poached in a 
big tray with 
the tastiest 
tomatoes. The 
tiramisu, richly 
layered with 
multiple 
calories tasted 
of so few! How 
did that 
happen? 
 

Our lovely guide’s constant 
exclamation of wonder was 
‘Mamma Mia!’ And we soon 
shared it. She was PASSIONate 
about everything, from a tiny 
beetle to an expansive view of 
the calm, glittering sea, a 
scarpering lizard, a soft yellow 
hibiscus flower, an unusual 
shrub, fresh pizza or local wine, 
even rain and thunder (from the 
safety of the minibus) having 
dodged all the predicted heavy 
showers on our final walk, on the 
one day of bad weather. So 
much quiet care, kindness and 
organisational skills from a true 
companion on the road. 
 
There is POWER from being in a 
group when there are challenges 
ahead. We kept going where we 
might have been tempted to turn 
back, persevered with the big 
trudges up rocky paths, looked 
out for each other, shared the 
delights around us, and enjoyed 
conversation and company along 
the path. The hikes were tough 

though and 
actually we 
needed some 
extra help.  
 
Our walking 
poles were 
POWERful in 
protecting legs 
and knees, 
not from 

PPE 
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aches and tiredness 
but from pain or injury. 
Poles, not for old 
people to stop them 
falling over (as I had 
thought and therefore 
long resisted!) but 
essential for uneven 
and unstable surfaces 
and on this trip, 
literally thousands of 
varied steps - uneven, 
wide, narrow, steep or 
shallow, with and 
without handrails. 
 
We needed ENERGY to hike six 
plus miles every day, always 
uphill or downhill and usually both! 
Even the rest day required an 
early start for our chosen trip to 
Capri. But no hiking boots 
required, time to relax, and a 
different perspective from the 
boat. Imagine the return as dusk 
falls. Watercolour the sea and sky 
in your mind’s eye - with blues, 
from navy to greys to pale 
turquoise; add soft pinks and 
reflect the orangey 
red sunset on to the 
sea. Splash on the 
pure white of the 
boat’s wash and put 
in the tiny distant 
fishing boat, rocking 
noticeably in our 
wake. Heavenly. 
Mental and physical 
energy renewed 
themselves for 
another day. 
 

The expressions of 
the past, present and 
future ENERGY of 
Vesuvius were all 
around us as we 
carefully 
circumnavigated its 
huge crater. Steam 
rose gently from 
within this latent 
volcano and earth not 
far beneath our 
walking boots felt 
warm to touch. 

Monitoring equipment constantly 
measured the tiniest signs of 
change that one day will indicate 
the likelihood of another eruption. 
For now mist rose in the valleys 
and bays all around us, and we 
felt privileged and not a little 
overwhelmed. 
 
Imagine the ENERGY required to 
(literally) unearth buried Pompeii 
from the volcanic ash of the 79 
AD eruption. Its history, art and 
culture are now wonderfully on 
show. But there’s a new 

challenge. How can 
the exposed site now 
be preserved from the 
weather? 
 
As for us we felt the 
wind in our hair and 
the hot sun on our 
faces in the month of 
November and were 
thankful! 
Margaret Gandon 
 



 

The PCC have approved the 
following Christmas donations 
from the Mission Fund 
allowance: 
 
From the recent ‘News from the 
Diocese’ we have decided to 
make a donation to sponsor the 
2023 Worcester Passion Play on 
7th April - (www.worcester 
passionplay.co.uk.) 
 
Christian Aid’s Christmas 
Appeal: Malawi is facing the 
worst of the climate crisis. 
Christian Aid are supporting a 
project whereby thousands of 
food-insecure families are being 
taught how to grow crops in ways 
that are more resilient to climate 
change. 
 
Donations are also being made 
to local charities: 
Acorns Children’s Hospice, 
Worcester:  Nursing children with 
life-threatening illnesses and 
support for their families 
throughout. 
 
New Hope, Worcester: 
Providing disabled children with 
a change of environment and 
routine, leaning new activities, 
making new friends, gaining 
confidence, whilst their parents 
and carers have some free time 
on Saturdays. 
 
Maggs Day Centre in Deansway: 
Providing a warm, welcoming 
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place where daily breakfast is 
provided for homeless people, 
together with help and support. 
 
St. Paul’s Hostel, Tallow Hill: The 
Hostel provides living 
accommodation for homeless 
people, together with support, 
advice and training as they start 
their journey to rebuild their lives. 
With sincere thanks for the 
continuing support from 
members of the Planned Giving 
Scheme and the congregation at 
the Sunday morning services. 
 
We pray for a peaceful, healthy 
and happy Christmas to you all. 
Ann Bryant 
On behalf of the Mission Fund 

MISSION FUND CHRISTMAS DONATIONS 

http://www.worcesterpassionplay.co.uk
http://www.worcesterpassionplay.co.uk


 

 

 

  

WEDNESDAY 

MORNINGS AT  

ST BARNABAS 

CHURCH 
  

Coffee & Chat  

between 10.45-11.45 

 

 
 
 
 

all welcome! 

                    

ST BARNABAS  

CHURCH HALL 
To make  your booking for  

parties, meetings, clubs,  

Baptism receptions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Call Rachel Chalmers (458101) 

or Julia Adams (610830)     
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TO OUR 

ADVERTISERS 

who continue to support us 
 

If you would like to advertise in 
the Church magazine the cost is 

£2.50 per month for this size. 



 

TOLLADINE SERVICE 
STATION 

Tolladine Road 
Worcester WR4 9AZ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Family business for 40+ years 
 Repairs & Servicing to all makes 

& models of cars/light 
commercials & 4x4 

 Latest Diagnostic Equipment 
 Expert & friendly advice offered 
 We offer a free collect & deliver 

service to surrounding area. 
 

01905 24213 

                                                                               
 

 

 

 

 WorcesterFuneralService.co.uk 

01905 23499 
Independent Family Funeral Directors 

      Worcester 
  

Funeral Service 

Craig is available 24 hours a day. 

Please call for any assistance. 

31c Barbourne Road,  

Worcester, WR1 1SA 

Tel: 01905 22094 
24 HOURS 

 

68, 70 & 72 Ombersley Road  
Worcester WR3 7EU 

 

www.ejgumery.co.uk 
E-mail:enquiries@ejgumery.co.uk 

E J GUMERY & SON 
Funeral Directors 

 

Independent, Family Funeral Directors 
 
  Established 1870 

 Helpful & Efficient  
           Personal Service 
 Private Chapels 
 Pre-Payment Plans 

http://www.ejgumery.co.uk/

