
IN  TH E BLEAKM IDWIN TER  

C o u n t d o w n  t o  C h r i s t m a s  w i t h  S t  W u l s t a n s  

 

Opening acclamations 
 

People of God: awake! God above all, 
maker of all, is one with us in Christ. 
Love is on the way! 
Come Lord Jesus 
 

People of God: be glad! God the mighty 
God bends down in love to earth. 
Love is on the way! 
Come Lord Jesus 
 

People of God: return! We are God’s 
children, we seek the coming of Christ. 
Love is on the way! 
Come Lord Jesus 
 

People of God: prepare! God with us 
comes soon to the world he has made. 
Love is on the way! 
Come Lord Jesus 
 

People of God: shout and sing! 
Love is on the way! 
Come Lord Jesus. 
 

We song an opening song 
 

We light our Advent candles 
 

May the God of all healing and 
forgiveness draw you to himself and 
cleanse you from all your sins, that you 
may behold the glory of his Son, the 
Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
 
 

We sing a song of response 
 

In the Lord I'll be ever thankful, 
In the Lord I will rejoice! 
Look to God, do not be afraid. 
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near, 
Lift up your voices, the Lord is near. 
 

First Sunday of Advent 
 

Today’s Special Prayer 
Almighty God, as your kingdom dawns, 
turn us from the darkness of sin to the 
light of holiness, that we may be ready 
to meet you in our Lord and Saviour, 
Jesus Christ. 
 

Matthew 24:36-44 
Jesus said, “‘But about that day and hour 
no one knows, neither the angels of 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 
For as the days of Noah were, so will be 
the coming of the Son of Man. For as in 
those days before the flood they were 
eating and drinking, marrying and giving 
in marriage, until the day Noah entered 
the ark, and they knew nothing until the 
flood came and swept them all away, so 
too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 
Then two will be in the field; one will be 
taken and one will be left. Two women 
will be grinding meal together; one will 
be taken and one will be left. Keep awake 
therefore, for you do not know on what 
day your Lord is coming. 
 



 
 

“But understand this: if the owner of the 
house had known in what part of the 
night the thief was coming, he would 
have stayed awake and would not have 
let his house be broken into. Therefore 
you also must be ready, for the Son of 
Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 
 

Second Sunday of Advent 
 

Today’s Special Prayer 
Almighty God, purify our hearts and 
minds, that when your Son Jesus Christ 
comes again as judge and saviour we 
may be ready to receive him, who is our 
Lord and our God. 
 

Matthew 3:1-12 
In those days John the Baptist appeared 
in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 
‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 
come near.’ This is the one of whom the 
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, ‘The 
voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness: “Prepare the way of the 
Lord, make his paths straight.” ’ 
 

Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair 
with a leather belt around his waist, and 
his food was locusts and wild honey. 
Then the people of Jerusalem and all 
Judea were going out to him, and all the 
region along the Jordan, and they were 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. 
 

But when he saw many Pharisees and 
Sadducees coming for baptism, he said 
to them, ‘You brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the wrath to 
come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 

Do not presume to say to yourselves, 
“We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for 
I tell you, God is able from these stones 
to raise up children to Abraham. Even 
now the axe is lying at the root of the 
trees; every tree therefore that does not 
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire. 
 

‘I baptize you with water for 
repentance, but one who is more 
powerful than I is coming after me; I am 
not worthy to carry his sandals. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
His winnowing-fork is in his hand, and 
he will clear his threshing-floor and will 
gather his wheat into the granary; but 
the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.’ 
 

Reflection and Today’s Prayers 
 

We share the Peace 
 
We sing a song of offering 
 
At St Wulstans we are a generous people. 
We celebrate that we can give our time, 
our care, and whatever else we have to 
share. If it’s a week when we can, we 
bring a can as a simple symbol of all that 
we are giving. 
 
All good gifts around us 
are sent from heaven above 
We thank the Lord 
 we thank the Lord 
today for all his love 
 



 
 

Generous God, in whose hands five 
loaves and two fish fed everyone in the 
crowd who wanted to eat, pour out your 
blessing upon the gifts and groceries that 
we have been given to give away, so that 
many more may find their seat at the 
feasting table of your kingdom. 

 
Prayers at the Table 
 

With this bread that we bring 
we shall remember Jesus. 
With this wine that we bring 
we shall remember Jesus. 
Bread for his body, wine for his blood, 
gifts from God to his table we bring. 
We shall remember Jesus. 
 

The Lord be with you  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 

Almighty God, good Father to us all, your 
face is turned towards the world. In love 
you gave us Jesus your Son to rescue us 
from sin and death. Your Word goes out 
to call us home, to the city where angels 
sing your praise. We join with them in 
heaven's song. 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Father of all, we give you thanks for every 
gift that comes from heaven. To the 
darkness Jesus came as your light. With 
signs of love and words of hope he 
touched untouchables with faith and 
washed the guilty clean of shame. 
This is his story.  
This is our song.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

The crowds came out to see your Son, yet 
at the end they turned on him. On the 
night he was betrayed he came to table 
with his friends to celebrate the freedom 
of your people. 
This is his story. 
This is our song.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

Jesus blessed you, Father, for the food; 
he took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and 
said: Take, eat; this is my body, which is 
given for you all. Jesus then gave thanks 
for the wine; he took the cup, gave it and 
said: This is my blood, shed for you all for 
the forgiveness of sins. Do this in 
remembrance of me. 
This is our story. 
This is our song. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Therefore, Father, with this bread and 
this cup we celebrate the cross on which 
he died to set us free. Defying death he 
rose again and is alive with you to plead 
for us and all the world. 
This is our story. 
This is our song. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 



 
 

Send your Spirit on us now that by these 
gifts we may feed on Christ with opened 
eyes and hearts on fire. May we and all 
who share this food offer ourselves to 
live for you and be welcomed at your 
feast in heaven where all creation 
worships you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 
Blessing and honour and glory and 
power be yours for ever and ever. 
Amen! 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ 
Though we are many 
we are one body 
because we all share 
in one bread 
 

The Agnus Dei is said or sung 
 

Lamb of God, 
you take away 
the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, 
you take away 
the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, 
you take away 
the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 

This is the table of the King, with food to 
fill a hungry world and wine to quench 
thirsty hearts and so, if we come to this 
table angry 
let this bread and wine be our peace 
If we come to the table broken 
let this bread and wine be our grace 
If we come to the table betrayed 
let this bread and wine be our hope 
If we come to the table in despair 
let this bread and wine be our life 
If we come to the table in life 
let this bread and wine be our glory 
 

Prayers after Communion 
 

God of peace and love, 
we welcome your kingdom, 
in the world and in our hearts. 
We seek your kingdom, 
trusting that we will find it. 
We anticipate your kingdom, 
working toward peace, 
providing for the poor, 
healing the sick, 
loving our enemies. 
We trust in your love 
to provide for us in our seeking. 
Whether your Spirit comes to us 
as a wind or a whisper, 
may we know your presence 
and be useful in your kingdom work. 
 

We sing together 
 
Blessings and Farewell 

 
 


