
TOGETHER FOR 

PALM SUNDAY 
 
MAKE WAY, MAKE WAY, for Christ the King in splendour arrives. 

Fling wide the gates and welcome him into your lives. 

Make way! Make way for the King of kings! 

Make way! Make way and let his kingdom in! 
 

He comes the broken hearts to heal, the prisoners to free. 

The deaf shall hear, the lame shall dance, the blind shall see. 

Make way! Make …. 
 

And those who mourn with heavy hearts, who weep and sigh, 

with laughter, joy and royal crown he’ll beautify. 

Make way! Make …. 
 

We call you now to worship him as Lord of all, 

to have no other gods but him: their thrones must fall! 

Make way! Make …. 

 
 

THE STORY OF PALM SUNDAY 

 

TODAY’S PRAYERS 
 
 

FROM HEAV'N YOU CAME, HELPLESS BABE 

entered our world, your glory veiled; 

not to be served but to serve, 

and give your life that we might live. 

This is our God, the Servant King, 

he calls us now to follow him, 

to bring our lives as a daily offering 

of worship to the Servant King. 
 

There in the garden of tears, 

my heavy load he chose to bear; 

His heart with sorrow was torn, 

‘yet not my will but yours,’ he said. 

This is our God, the Servant … 
 

 



Come see his hands and his feet, 

the scars that speak of sacrifice, 

hands that flung stars into space 

to cruel nails surrendered. 

This is our God, the Servant King, 

he calls us now to follow him, 

to bring our lives as a daily offering 

of worship to the Servant King. 
 

So let us learn how to serve, 

and in our lives enthrone him; 

each other’s needs to prefer, 

for it is Christ we’re serving. 

This is our God, the Servant … 
 

THE PASSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO MARK. 

EVANGELIST It was now two days before Passover and the Festival of Thin 

Bread. The chief priests and the teachers of the Law of Moses 

were planning how they could sneak around and have Jesus 

arrested and put to death. They were saying: 

PRIESTS We mustn’t do it during the festival as the people will riot. 

EVANGELIST Jesus was eating in Bethany at the home of Simon, who once 

had leprosy, when a woman came in with a very expensive 

bottle of sweet-smelling perfume. After breaking it open, she 

poured the perfume on Jesus' head. This made some of the 

guests angry, and they complained: 

GUESTS Why such a waste? We could have sold this perfume for 

more than three hundred silver coins and given the money 

to the poor! 

EVANGELIST So they started saying cruel things to the woman. But Jesus 

said: 

JESUS Leave her alone! Why are you bothering her? She has done a 

beautiful thing for me. You will always have the poor with 

you. And whenever you want to, you can give to them. But you 

won’t always have me here with you. She has done all she 

could by pouring perfume on my body to prepare it for burial. 

You may be sure that wherever the good news is told all over 

the world, people will remember what she has done. And they 

will tell others. 

 



EVANGELIST Judas Iscariot was one of the twelve disciples. He went to the 

chief priests and offered to help them arrest Jesus. They were 

glad to hear this, and they promised to pay him. So Judas 

started looking for a good chance to betray Jesus. 

It was the first day of the Festival of Thin Bread, and the 

Passover lambs were being killed. Jesus' disciples asked him: 

DISCIPLES Where do you want us to prepare the Passover meal? 

JESUS Go into the city, where you will meet a man carrying a jar of 

water. Follow him, and when he goes into a house, say to the 

owner, ‘Our teacher wants to know if you have a room where 

he can eat the Passover meal with his disciples.’ The owner 

will take you upstairs and show you a large room furnished 

and ready for you to use. Prepare the meal there. 

EVANGELIST The two disciples went into the city and found everything just 

as Jesus had told them. So they prepared the Passover meal. 

While Jesus and the twelve disciples were eating together 

that evening, he said: 

JESUS The one who will betray me is now eating with me. 

EVANGELIST This made the disciples sad, and one after another they said 

to Jesus: 

DISCIPLES You surely don’t mean me? 

JESUS It is one of you twelve men who is eating from this dish with 

me. The Son of Man will die, just as the Scriptures say. But it 

is going to be terrible for the one who betrays me. That man 

would be better off if he had never been born. 

EVANGELIST During the meal Jesus took some bread in his hands. He 

blessed the bread and broke it. Then he gave it to his disciples 

and said: 

JESUS Take this. It is my body. 

EVANGELIST Jesus picked up a cup of wine and gave thanks to God. He gave 

it to his disciples, and they all drank some. Then he said: 

JESUS This is my blood, which is poured out for many people, and with 

it God makes his agreement. From now on I will not drink any 

wine, until I drink new wine in God’s kingdom. 

EVANGELIST Then they sang a hymn and went out to the Mount of Olives. 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

JESUS All of you will reject me, as the Scriptures say, ‘I will strike 

down the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.’ But after 

I am raised to life, I will go ahead of you to Galilee. 



EVANGELIST Peter spoke up: 

PETER Even if all the others reject you, I never will! 

JESUS This very night before a rooster crows twice, you will say 

three times that you don’t know me. 

EVANGELIST But Peter was so sure of himself that he said: 

PETER Even if I have to die with you, I will never say that I don’t 

know you! 

EVANGELIST All the others said the same thing.  

 Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, 

and he told them: 

JESUS Sit here while I pray. 

EVANGELIST Jesus took along Peter, James, and John. He was sad and 

troubled and told them: 

JESUS I am so sad that I feel as if I am dying. Stay here and keep 

awake with me. 

EVANGELIST Jesus walked on a little way. Then he knelt down on the 

ground and prayed: 

JESUS Father, if it is possible, don’t let this happen to me! Father, 

you can do anything. Don’t make me suffer by having me 

drink from this cup. But do what you want, and not what I 

want. 

EVANGELIST When Jesus came back and found the disciples sleeping, he 

said to Simon Peter: 

JESUS Are you asleep? Can’t you stay awake for just one hour? Stay 

awake and pray that you won’t be tested. You want to do what 

is right, but you are weak. 

EVANGELIST Jesus went back and prayed the same prayer. But when he 

returned to the disciples, he found them sleeping again. They 

simply could not keep their eyes open, and they did not know 

what to say. When Jesus returned to the disciples the third 

time, he said: 

JESUS Are you still sleeping and resting? Enough of that! The time 

has come for the Son of Man to be handed over to sinners. Get 

up! Let’s go. The one who will betray me is already here. 

 

 

 



EVANGELIST Jesus was still speaking, when Judas the betrayer came up. He 

was one of the twelve disciples, and a mob of men armed with 

swords and clubs were with him. They had been sent by the 

chief priests, the nation’s leaders, and the teachers of the Law 

of Moses. 

 Judas had told them ahead of time: 

JUDAS Arrest the man I greet with a kiss. Tie him up tight and lead 

him away. 

EVANGELIST Judas walked right up to Jesus and said: 

JUDAS Teacher! 

EVANGELIST Then Judas kissed him, and the men grabbed Jesus and 

arrested him. Someone standing there pulled out a sword. He 

struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his ear. Jesus 

said to the mob: 

JESUS Why do you come with swords and clubs to arrest me like a 

criminal? Day after day I was with you and taught in the 

temple, and you didn’t arrest me. But what the Scriptures say 

must come true. 

EVANGELIST All of Jesus' disciples ran off and left him. One of them was a 

young man who was wearing only a linen cloth. And when the 

men grabbed him, he left the cloth behind and ran away 

naked. Jesus was led off to the high priest. Then the chief 

priests, the nation’s leaders, and the teachers of the Law of 

Moses all met together. Peter had followed at a distance. And 

when he reached the courtyard of the high priest’s house, he 

sat down with the guards to warm himself beside a fire. 

EVANGELIST The chief priests and the whole council tried to find someone 

to accuse Jesus of a crime, so they could put him to death. But 

they could not find anyone to accuse him. Many people did 

tell lies against Jesus, but they did not agree on what they 

said. Finally, some men stood up and lied about him. 

WITNESSES We heard him say he would tear down this temple that we 

built. He also claimed that in three days he would build 

another one without any help. 

EVANGELIST But even then they did not agree on what they said. The high 

priest stood up in the council and asked Jesus: 

HIGH 

PRIEST 
Why don’t you say something in your own defence? Don’t you 

hear the charges they are making against you? 

 



EVANGELIST But Jesus kept quiet and did not say a word. The high priest 

asked him another question: 

HIGH PRIEST Are you the Messiah, the Son of the glorious God? 

JESUS Yes, I am! 

EVANGELIST Jesus answered. 

JESUS Soon you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right side of 

God All-Powerful, and coming with the clouds of heaven. 

EVANGELIST At once the high priest ripped his robe apart and shouted: 

HIGH PRIEST Why do we need more witnesses? You heard him claim to be 

God! What is your decision? 

EVANGELIST They all agreed that he should be put to death. Some of the 

people started spitting on Jesus. They blindfolded him, hit 

him with their fists, and said: 

PEOPLE Tell us who hit you! 

EVANGELIST Then the guards took charge of Jesus and beat him. While 

Peter was still in the courtyard, a servant girl of the high 

priest came up and saw Peter warming himself by the fire. 

She stared at him and said: 

SERVANT  You were with Jesus from Nazareth! 

PETER That isn’t true! I don’t know what you’re talking about. I don’t 

have any idea what you mean. 

EVANGELIST Peter went out to the gate, and a rooster crowed. The servant 

girl saw Peter again and said to the people standing there: 

SERVANT  This man is one of them! 

PETER No, I’m not! 

EVANGELIST A little while later some of the people said to Peter: 

PEOPLE You certainly are one of them. You’re a Galilean! 

EVANGELIST This time Peter began to curse and swear: 

PETER I don’t even know the man you’re talking about! 

EVANGELIST Right away the rooster crowed a second time. Then Peter 

remembered that Jesus had told him, “Before a rooster crows 

twice, you will say three times that you don’t know me.” So 

Peter started crying. 

 Early the next morning the chief priests, the nation’s leaders, 

and the teachers of the Law of Moses met together with the 

whole Jewish council. They tied up Jesus and led him off to 

Pilate. He asked Jesus: 



PILATE Are you the king of the Jews? 

JESUS Those are your words 

EVANGELIST Jesus answered. The chief priests brought many charges 

against Jesus. Then Pilate questioned him again: 

PILATE Don’t you have anything to say? Don’t you hear what crimes 

they say you have done? 

EVANGELIST But Jesus did not answer, and Pilate was amazed. During 

Passover, Pilate always freed one prisoner chosen by the 

people. And at that time there was a prisoner named 

Barabbas. He and some others had been arrested for murder 

during a riot. The crowd now came and asked Pilate to set a 

prisoner free, just as he usually did. Pilate asked them: 

PILATE Do you want me to free the king of the Jews? 

EVANGELIST Pilate knew that the chief priests had brought Jesus to him 

because they were jealous. But the chief priests told the crowd 

to ask Pilate to free Barabbas. Then Pilate asked the crowd: 

PILATE What do you want me to do with this man you say is the king 

of the Jews? 

THE CROWD Nail him to a cross! 

PILATE But what crime has he done? 

THE CROWD Nail him to a cross! 

EVANGELIST they yelled even louder. Pilate wanted to please the crowd. So 

he set Barabbas free. Then he ordered his soldiers to beat 

Jesus with a whip and nail him to a cross.  

EVANGELIST The soldiers led Jesus inside the courtyard of the fortress and 

called together the rest of the troops. They put a purple 

robe on him, and on his head they placed a crown that they 

had made out of thorn branches. They made fun of Jesus and 

shouted: 
SOLDIERS Hey you! King of the Jews! 

EVANGELIST Then they beat him on the head with a stick. They spit on him 

and knelt down and pretended to worship him. When the 

soldiers had finished making fun of Jesus, they took off the 

purple robe. They put his own clothes back on him and led him 

off to be nailed to a cross. Simon from Cyrene happened to be 

coming in from a farm, and they forced him to carry Jesus' cross. 

Simon was the father of Alexander and Rufus. 



EVANGELIST The soldiers took Jesus to Golgotha, which means “Place of a 

Skull.” There they gave him some wine mixed with a drug to 

ease the pain, but he refused to drink it. They nailed Jesus to a 

cross and gambled to see who would get his clothes.  It was 

about nine o’clock in the morning when they nailed him to the 

cross.  On it was a sign that told why he was nailed there. It read, 

“This is the King of the Jews.” The soldiers also nailed two 

criminals on crosses, one to the right of Jesus and the other to 

his left. People who passed by said terrible things about Jesus. 

They shook their heads and shouted: 

PASSERS-BY Ha! So you’re the one who claimed you could tear down the 

temple and build it again in three days. Save yourself and 

come down from the cross! 

EVANGELIST The chief priests and the teachers of the Law of Moses also 

made fun of Jesus. They said to each other: 

PRIESTS He saved others, but he can’t save himself. If he is the 

Messiah, the king of Israel, let him come down from the 

cross! Then we will see and believe. 

EVANGELIST The two criminals also said cruel things to Jesus. About noon 

the sky turned dark and stayed that way until around three 

o’clock. Then about that time Jesus shouted: 

JESUS Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani? 

EVANGELIST which means, “My God, my God, why have you deserted me?” 

Some of the people standing there heard Jesus and said: 

BYSTANDERS He is calling for Elijah. 

 One of them ran and grabbed a sponge. After he had soaked it 

in wine, he put it on a stick and held it up to Jesus. He said: 

MAN Let’s wait and see if Elijah will come and take him down! 

EVANGELIST Jesus shouted and then died. At once the curtain in the temple 

tore in two from top to bottom. A Roman army officer was 

standing in front of Jesus. When the officer saw how Jesus 

died, he said: 

OFFICER This man really was the Son of God! 

EVANGELIST Some women were looking on from a distance. They had 

come with Jesus to Jerusalem. But even before this they had 

been his followers and had helped him while he was in 

Galilee. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of the younger 

James and of Joseph were two of these women. Salome was 

also one of them.  



EVANGELIST It was now the evening before the Sabbath, and the Jewish 

people were getting ready for that sacred day. A man named 

Joseph from Arimathea was brave enough to ask Pilate for the 

body of Jesus. Joseph was a highly respected member of the 

Jewish council, and he was also waiting for God’s kingdom to 

come. Pilate was surprised to hear that Jesus was already 

dead, and he called in the army officer to find out if Jesus had 

been dead very long. After the officer told him, Pilate let 

Joseph have Jesus' body. Joseph bought a linen cloth and took 

the body down from the cross. He had it wrapped in the cloth, 

and he put it in a tomb that had been cut into solid rock. Then 

he rolled a big stone against the entrance to the tomb. Mary 

Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joseph were watching and 

saw where the body was placed. 

 

SHARING THE PEACE 

Once we were far off, but now in union with Christ Jesus we have been 

brought near through the shedding Of Christ’s blood, for he is our peace. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

 And also with you. 

 

MY SONG IS LOVE UNKNOWN, MY SAVIOUR’S LOVE TO ME,  

love to the loveless shown, that they might lovely be.  

O, who am I, that for my sake 

my Lord should take frail flesh, and die?  
 

He came from his blest throne, salvation to bestow;  

but men made strange, and none the longed-for Christ would know.  

But O, my Friend, my friend indeed, 

who at my need his life did spend!  
 

Sometimes they strew his way, and his sweet praises sing;  

resounding all the day hosannas to their King.  

Then ‘Crucify!’ is all their breath, 

and for his death they thirst and cry.  
 

Why, what hath my Lord done? What makes this rage and spite?  

He made the lame to run, He gave the blind their sight.  

Sweet injuries! yet they at these 

themselves displease and ‘gainst him rise.  
 

 

 



They rise, and needs will have my dear Lord made away;  

a murderer they save, the Prince of Life they slay.  

Yet cheerful he to suffering goes, 

that he his foes from thence might free.  
 

In life, no house, no home my Lord on earth might have;  

in death, no friendly tomb but what a stranger gave.  

What may I say? Heaven was his home; 

but mine the tomb wherein he lay.  
 

Here might I stay and sing: no story so divine;  

never was love, dear King, never was grief like thine!  

This is my Friend, in whose sweet praise 

I all my days could gladly spend.  

 

CELEBRATING THE EUCHARIST 
 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right and just, our duty and our salvation, always and 

everywhere to give you thanks, holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. For as the time of his passion and 

resurrection draws near the whole world is called to acknowledge his 

hidden majesty. The power of the life-giving cross reveals the judgement 

that has come upon the world and the triumph of Christ crucified. He is 

the victim who dies no more, the Lamb once slain, who lives for ever, our 

advocate in heaven to plead our cause, exalting us there to join with angels 

and archangels, for ever praising you and singing: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are 

full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in 

the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; and 

as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit, that broken bread and 

wine outpoured may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 

 



On the night before he died he had supper with his friends and, taking 

bread, he praised you. He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: Take, 

eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me.  

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. Again he praised you, 

gave it to them and said: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new 

covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in him we plead with 

confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross. Bringing before 

you the bread of life and cup of salvation, we proclaim his death and 

resurrection until he comes in glory. 
 

Jesus Christ is Lord! 

Lord, by your cross and resurrection you have set us free. 

You are the Saviour of the World. 
 

Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day when your kingdom 

comes and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. Look with favour 

on your people, gather us in your loving arms and bring us with all the 

saints to feast at your table in heaven. Through Christ, and with Christ, and 

in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are yours, O 

loving Father, for ever and ever. 

Amen! 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

People of God, People of Life. We gather as a holy communion, for a meal 

that has been shared countless times, in countless places and in countless 

ways. The first time this meal was shared, Jesus gathered around a table 

with a ragged collection of people- outcasts, betrayers, the power-hungry, 

and the fragile lost. The first time this meal was celebrated, Jesus promised 

that it was for all time, that whenever the bread was broken and the wine 

poured, wherever the story was told around a table, he would be there. 

Today as we remember the story, as it’s been told a thousand times over, 

we eat the bread, and we drink the wine; and we affirm that we all belong 

at this table, and that Jesus is here. This is a holy table, with food to fill a 

hungry world and wine to quench thirsty hearts.  

 



WHEN I SURVEY THE WONDROUS CROSS 

on which the Prince of Glory died, 

my richest gain I count but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride. 
 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast save in the death of Christ my God; 

all the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to his blood. 
 

See from his head, his hands, his feet, sorrow and love flow mingled down; 

Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, or thorns compose so rich a crown! 
 

 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a present far too small; 

love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 
GIVING THANKS 

Faithful God, may we who share this banquet glory in the cross of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, our salvation, life and hope, who reigns as Lord now 

and for ever. Amen. 
 

Christ crucified draw you to himself, to find in him a sure ground for faith, a 

firm support for hope, and the assurance of sins forgiven; and the blessing of 

God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and 

remain with you always. 
 

Go in the peace of Christ 

Thanks be to God. 

 

MEEKNESS AND MAJESTY, manhood and deity, 

in perfect harmony, the man who is God. 

Lord of eternity dwells in humanity, 

kneels in humility and washes our feet. 

O, what a mystery, meekness and majesty, 

Bow down and worship, for this is your God. 

This is your God. 
 

Father’s pure radiance, perfect in innocence, 

yet learns obedience to death on a cross. 

Suffering to give us life, conquering through sacrifice; 

and as they crucify prays: ‘Father forgive’. 
 

Wisdom unsearchable, God the invisible; 

love indestructible in frailty appears. 

Lord of infinity, stooping so tenderly, 

lifts our humanity to the heights of his throne. 
 


