
Sunday 12th December  |  Lamb of God and the Lion of the Tribe of Judah 
 
The First Reading:  
 
from Exodus 12  --- The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, “This month is to be for you 
the first month, the first month of your year. Tell the whole community of Israel that on the 
tenth day of this month each man is to take a lamb for his family, one for each household. 
The animals you choose must be year-old males without defect, and you may take them from 
the sheep or the goats. Take care of them until the fourteenth day of the month, when all 
the members of the community of Israel must slaughter them at twilight. Then they are to 
take some of the blood and put it on the sides and tops of the doorframes of the houses 
where they eat the lambs. That same night they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, 
along with bitter herbs, and bread made without yeast. This is how you are to eat it: with 
your cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand. Eat it 
in haste; it is the LORD’s Passover. On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike 
down every firstborn of both people and animals, and I will bring judgment on all the gods of 
Egypt. I am the LORD. The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you are, and when 
I see the blood, I will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt. 
 
and John 1 v 29 --- The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb 
of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” 
 
The Second Reading:  
 
from Genesis 48 --- You are a lion’s cub, Judah; you return from the prey, my son. Like a lion 
he crouches and lies down, like a lioness—who dares to rouse him? The sceptre will not 
depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until he to whom it belongs 
shall come and the obedience of the nations shall be his. 
 
and from Revelation 5 --- And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice, “Who is worthy 
to break the seals and open the scroll?” I wept and wept because no one was found who was 
worthy to open the scroll or look inside. Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep! 
See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open the 
scroll and its seven seals.” Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing at the 
centre of the throne, encircled by the four living creatures and the elders. The Lamb went 
and took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat on the throne. 
 
 
 

 
 


